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the foot of happiness

After Hurricane Katrina destroyed their house on the Mississippi coast,

the Wagoners built a new kind of coastal cottage.

Hurricane

Katrina
wiped the slate clean for
Marty and Lisa Wagoner in
Ocean Springs, Mississippi,
they learned what “home”
really means. It’s the joy of
hearing shouts from their
7-year-old son, Cole, when
he spots dolphins from their
beachfront porch. It’s the

sight of Cole’s twin, Slay,

left), which had been updated
by Ocean Springs architect
Bruce Tolar, fell victim to Hurri
ane Katrina. Built beneath the
E same trees that sheltered the

B original home, the Katrina Cot
tage (above) will function as the
family's full-time residence until
a larger, permanent house can be

rby. The
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COASTAL LIVING



Wood, brick,
concrete, glklx‘\.
They make up the
bones of a house,

but not its soul.

throwing a perfect fishing-
net cast off their pier on
Biloxi Bay. Or Marty’s
pride in seeing his sons
catching blue crabs where
he did as a boy. “Home is
a state of mind,” Marty
says. “It’s something that
can’t be taken from you.”
Unfortunately, walls
and roofs can be taken
away. The hurricanes of
2005 devastated this part

Lisa follows Cole and Slay on her Mother's Day gift—a colorful Electra

Daisy bike. They often ride together along Ocean Springs' Beach Drive.

of the Gulf Coast, and
though the Wagoners were
safe, they lost their 2,100-
square-foot residence and a
small guest cottage. Marty’s
voice still quavers when
discussing Katrina’s after-
math. Little remained but

shredded clothing, he says,
“strewn in the trees like
rags.” Fence posts had
“snapped like matchsticks,”
and almost everything else
was unidentifiable.

Despite the destruction,

Marty and Lisa knew they

would rebuild. For almost
18 months, they returned
from their rental apartment
every evening to clean up
debris and plant flowers.
Last December, the
Wagoners moved into a
new, 768-square-foot

The

New

Transitional.

Curvaceous crown moulding.

Delicately draped details.

Graceful saber feet.

The new Transitional style from
Crown Point Cabinetry.

The perfect fit for your coastal

home.

CROVNEDINT

CABINETRY

Period styling.
Handcrafted to the finest quality.

800-999-4994 * www.crown-point.com




Trusted Legacy: 60 years experience - 20,000 homes
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Katrina Cottage (see
“Conscientious Cottages”

on page 60). Conceived as

“seed” homes, these cot- ] ACORN HOMES

by Empyrean

tages easily expand upward ,
Versatile Contemporary Comfort
or outward as funds allow.
They provide convenient
temporary housing for
families who've lost their

homes, and can be used

later as guest quarters, art DECK HOUSE

by Empyrean

studios, or home offices. Natural Living Spaces
“Living in a |Katrina]
cottage just makes sense,”
Marty says. “We can take
our time, make better

decisions as insurance

the dwell homes

money comes in.” It’s also
preferable to a tiny FEMA
trailer. “There was some-
thing unsettling about
being cramped in a metal
structure that is considered
disposable after its 18-
month tenure,” Marty
adds. “This 1s a more
sustainable option, both

in terms of building mate-
rials and really taking care
of human beings.”

Some might ask why
the Wagoners wanted to
rebuild in this vulnerable
coastal region. “I tell them
that this is our home and
always has been,” Marty
says. “We don’t live our
lives in fear. We will sim-
ply rebuild in the future if
we have to.”

Ocean Springs is a
special place that nurtures
family and community,
Lisa says, and that’s what
keeps them deeply rooted
there. “Only the people

who live here can really

by Empyrean

Modern Lifestyle Designs

Check our website for local events
(800)727-3325 www.Empyreanint.com
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Sustainable Home Building Systems

THE HEIGHT OF LUXURY
AT THE LOWEST PRICES

The finest oceanfront condominiums in
Daytona Beach Shores are currently being
offered at substantially reduced pricing.
For this brief time in real estate history,
you can spend less to buy more. Rest
assured - we've left nothing out. The Costa
Bella Collection condominiums have been
constructed as lavishly well-appointed
as they were designed, providing the
discerning buyer an opportunity that is rare
indeed. Call our sales office for availability
at (866) 322-7649.

Pricing from the 500’s.
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3340 S. Atlantic Avenue, Daytona Beach Shores, FL 32118 « Toll Free: 866-322-7649 - www.costabellacollection.com




We'll do the grilling.
You choose the sauce.

Each night at Bonefish Grill we

offer market-fresh fish, cooked to
perfection over a wood-burning grill.
We invite you to top it off with a
signature sauce of your choosing.

We Get Fish. You Get Fresh.”

BONEFISHGRILL.COM

lifestyle

understand what we’re
talking about.”

Even their young boys
do. “They never fret over
our loss,” she says, remem-
bering with pride how
they would find pieces
of muddied clothing or
toys, and then cast them
aside, realizing what they
really wanted to do was
fish. “That’s when we
realized everything would
be OK. If they, at age 5,
could be strong, we cer-

tainly could be.”

Especially when petu-
nias and sunflowers began
to pop up amid the debris.
“Out of season, even, and
in places we never would
have expected them to be,
after hundreds of waves
carried the ground away,”
Lisa marvels. “Now, we
appreciate and cultivate
every little lower. And in
the future,” she continues,
“we look forward to
watching everything, and
everyone, grow.” ¥

More info: page 179

conscientious cottages

The Wagoners' cottage was |

uilt from one of the Z(

“seed” plans to be showcased and sold at

a 2-acre site in Ocean Springs, Miss
some of the Gulf Coast’s leadin

of cottages will be completed

£ 4

ne of the concept 1Mp

Cottages will range from 400 {

cost about $125 per square foot

tion and land. F«
modular, panelized, system

costs vary depending or

plan costs $1,000. For more informa

Cottages, visit katrinacottage



